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SJP should address all injustices, not just one
By Aaron London | 4 hours ago

My name is Aaron London, and I am the student featured in the original photo from the Students for Justice in Palestine’s “die-in” rally three
weeks ago, in which an SJP activist is seen giving the middle finger to my face.
I have watched for the past three weeks how every writer on behalf of SJP has manipulated the word “Zionist” or “Zionism”— a word used no
less than 13 times in their articles — to negatively categorize anyone Jewish and pro-Israel or anyone who argues a point of view different
from their own. Zionism is not a curse word. It is the belief in a homeland for the Jewish people. As a student at Rutgers for the past four
years, I have witnessed how members of SJP have functioned not only on our campus but across the nation to condemn Israel and paint it as
the fundamental problem in the Middle East while never once discussing the harmful actions of the ruling government in Gaza: Hamas. In the
language of many SJP members I have seen and heard from, the message is clear: Zionism is essentially equivalent to terrorism. It’s ironic
that SJP will accuse “Zionists” of disseminating lies and propaganda, while their entire rhetoric refuses to acknowledge the whole picture.
But why should we be surprised? SJP employed the technique that hate groups employ when confronted by those who disagree with them —
demonization of “the other.” I belong to a Jewish fraternity, therefore since my fraternity is Jewish, we must all clearly be Zionists, therefore
we are a Zionist “entity” or a “counterpart” — not individuals.
How could it be that for a group that cares so deeply about Palestinian rights, not a word was spoken about when Egypt bulldozed close to
1,000 Palestinian homes in Gaza to create a kilometer-wide buffer zone to combat the terror-tunnel smuggling of Hamas? Thousands of
Palestinians are now homeless due to Egypt, but there have been no demonstrations, no eviction notice propaganda stunts like we saw last
year when Israel was accused of doing the same thing. Palestinians are suffering human rights abuses, and the lips on the SJP machine remain
closed.
One and a half million Palestinian Arabs are under the rule of Hamas, which some countries label as a terrorist organization. Hamas hasn’t
held elections since the mid-2000s, catapulting the Palestinians further into dictatorship. Palestinians are suffering, but when it comes to
standing up against Hamas, SJP is silent.
And where was SJP when two Palestinians entered a synagogue in Jerusalem and butchered the Jewish prayer-goers with axes, a meat cleaver
and a pistol, killing five (three of them American rabbis) and wounding almost twice that number and when Hamas and tens of thousands of
Palestinians in Gaza celebrated the attack by passing out sweets and praising and memorializing the acts of these two Palestinian terrorists?
Needless to say, they were silent and will no doubt either blame Israel for the attack or accuse those who report these facts as also spreading
“propaganda,” never addressing the culture of hate and murder that Hamas and the Palestinian Authority sow in their people.
Aaron London is a School of Arts and Sciences senior majoring in English.
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Comments
Rules of Conduct
1

Keep it Clean.
Please avoid obscene, vulgar, lewd, racist or sexually-oriented language.

2

Don't Threaten or Abuse.
Threats of harming another person will not be tolerated. AND PLEASE TURN OFF CAPS LOCK.

3

Be Truthful.
Don't knowingly lie about anyone or anything.
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4

Be Nice.
No racism, sexism or any sort of -ism that is degrading to another person.

6

Share with Us.
We'd love to hear eyewitness accounts, the history behind an article.

5

Be Proactive.
Use the 'Report' link on each comment to let us know of abusive posts.
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